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Declaration of Good Intent between the Aheli and Tebu of Murzuq 

(2019)  

– Rome 17 October 2019 –  

On Thursday, 17 October 2019, in the framework of the Murzuq Peace Dialogues held 
in Rome with the mediation of Ara Pacis Initiative and with the support of the Italian 
government, the delegation of the Arab citizens of Murzuq (Aheli), led by Ali 
Mohammed Shamsi Saed, and the delegation of the Tebu of Murzuq, led by 
Alsanoussi Agi Saleh Toka, signed an Agreement of Good Intent based on a series of 
practical points. These included the determination of conditions for the return of the 
displaced and for the disclosure of the fate of the missing, in order to restore 
confidence between the two parties and reach a comprehensive peace agreement, 
which will allow the two communities to live together in peace and work towards 
socio-economic development in the region.  

Background  

The Karama operation, launched  in southern Libya in January 2019, with the aim of 
“protecting the south-west from terrorist elements of al-Qaeda, IS and rogue bandits 
involved in kidnappings, extortion and smuggling and that threaten to change the 
topography of southern Libya “ sharpened the contrasts between communities and 
tribes of southern Libya, already exacerbated following the fall of the Gaddafi regime 
due to prolonged conflicts, collapse of security, economic difficulties and the 
consequent involvement of broad sections of the population with organized crime, 
smuggling and trafficking in human beings.  

The competition for illicit resources, given the absence of alternatives in a historically 
neglected geographical area, has overturned social peace and allowed divergent 
national and international agendas to oppose communities against each other thus 
furthering prospects of of peace.  

If the presence of the Libyan National Army (LNA) in the south was on the one hand 
well received by the population exhausted by abandonment and lack of security and 
by opportunists in search of power and money; on the other hand it was opposed for 
the support to military operations by an opposing tribe or because of the threat to 
particular interests.  

This situation manifested itself with particular clarity in the city of Murzuq, deep in 
the Fezzan, where  the Tebu and Arab communities were facing challenges of 
different nature to their peace and co-existence.  
The military offensive in Murzuq, cast the seeds for the emergence and reemergence 
of old and new conflicts, historical grievances and ancient wounds, resurrecting 
unaddressed suffering and injustice, creating fertile ground for further cycles of 
violence and revenge.  



  

  
Torretta de' Massimi - Via della Pisana, 600 - 00163 Rome (Italy) - contact@arapacis.org - www.arapacisinitiative.org  

ARA PACIS INITIATIVES FOR PEACE ONLUS   
International Not for Profit Organization   

Dedicated to the Human Dimension of Peace   

          

The internationally condemned bombardment of August 4, which killed more than 40 
Tebu in the city of Murzuq, sharpened the wounds and inflamed the social conflict 
between the local communities of the city. An estimated 17,320 people, or nearly 
60% of the Murzuq population, fled their homes, leaving only a small number of 
residents in some areas of the city.  

The agreement of principles signed on Thursday 17 October in Rome by the 
presidents of the social commissions of the two Murzuq communities, is the first 
step towards a global reconciliation agreement between the Tebu and the Aheli of 
Murzuq which will allow for the articulation of a shared program aimed to prevent the 
resurgence of violence, to build trust, and to ensure urgent development and human 
investment measures as well as educational and professional opportunities  to offer 
young people an alternative to arms and lawlessness.  

The shared program will secure a framework for security, peace and development – 
indispensable conditions for facing the threats of terrorism, jihadism and human 
trafficking that threaten the Fezzan and the entire region.  

  


